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PKPKM Education Projects for Children in Sabah

Society for Education of underprivileged Children



Thousands of children grow up in Sabah 

without access to education. 

Some have lived here for generations such as 

the Bajau Laut and others are children of 

immigrants, who due to lack of documents are 

not accepted to local government schools.

These are the children we aim at helping with 

our projects.

PKPKM started with a single project for 200 

children in the town of Semporna. Today we 

operate 9 separate projects with more than 

1900 stateless- and Philippine children at East 

Coast areas of Sabah.

But we are eager to start more projects and 

reach many more of the thousands of stateless 

children in Sabah without access to schools.



The Seafaring Bajau Laut

The Bajau Laut are a unique seafaring community 
traditional living on boats their entire lives on the sea 
between Borneo, Mindanao and Sulawesi. The 
sustainable lifestyle as fishermen and collectors of 
Seafood on the reefs has been broken by commercial 
overfishing and depleting of the coral reefs in the area.

The lack of access to school and medical care as well 
as the lack of security concerning daily meals mean 
that the children from especially  the Bajau Laut
community are very vulnerable. This has forced many 
Bajau Laut to an existence in urban areas and 
squatter villages where sniffing of glue is frequent 
even among young children. 

We work to provide education to the children of these 
communities where there is no school through Mobile 
Teaching Units and under shade classrooms where 
we give the children a daily meal, which also helps 
them avoid the glue sniffing.

The projects have been supported by the Embassy of 
Finland and also Sime Darby Foundation has helped 
in form of donation of school bags and materials for 
the children.



Many of our projects are located on islands outside
Semporna, where hundreds of children without
access to school inhabit the villages. Providing
them with basic education as well as teaching them
to protect the marine life is the focus of our
education program. We are working with WWF to
provide education about the preservation of coral
reefs and its inhabitants.



PKPKM Centres:              Students/Teachers

Semporna Town Centre:         432           /      5

Kg Pantau-Pantau Centre:     128            /       2

Mobile Teaching Units:                                  

Kg Halo Centre:                     418             /      4

Labuan Haji Centre:               257            /       2

Kg Hayan Centre:                    72             /        1

Lahad Datu:

Town Centre 1 Singgamata: 398            /        3

Kunak 1 Centre: 152            /        2

Kunak 2 Centre:                          80            /        1

Total:                                           1937           /     20 

Learning Centres under PKPKM 

Sabah:

November 2014, 

Children in total:  1937

Teachers:                20

The children are mainly Philippine or 

Stateless Bajau Laut children. 

Majority of our new teachers are local 

Sabahans with high school education 

and some college. All have all been 

trained by our experienced teachers.

Centres in Operation:   8

Children from Pantau-Pantau Learning Centre



PKPKM -, Persatuan Kebajikan Pendidikan Kanak-

Kanak Miskin, Lahad Datu and Semporna, Sabah is 

registered with the Register of Societies, Malaysia 

with the Education Department of Sabah.

The projects are registered and licensed by the 

Education Department of Sabah as a part of 

Malaysia’s  Education For All (EFA) policy and we 

wish to support the efforts towards all children’s 

universal right to education as stated in the UN’s 

“Child Rights Convention”.

A Kind Recommendation letter for our projects from H.E. 

Eduardo Malaya the Philippine Ambassador to Malaysia 



PKPKM students with American UNICEF visitors.

We has been in close communication with UNICEF

about the education projects, and hope to work

together with UNICEF to reach even more children.

For some of these children it is not enough to provide education, 

as they often only get one meal a day with their families. The 

children at the centres are given a daily nutritious meal provided 

by friend of the projects Khadijah Sinclair-Rahman and sponsors 

from Kuala Lumpur. 

Visit by UNICEF’sDr. Nur Anuar to our project for

children in Lahad Datu town.

During visit by H.E. EU Ambassador Luc Vandebon and 7

EU country Ambassadors the Bajau Laut children from

Seaside Lahad Datu perform a Bajau Dance.

Photo: Zoe Blumberg Corwin



Proud children at Graduation event from PKPKM centers 

around Semporna with Excellences The Philippine 

Amabassador and the Finnish Ambassador, who have both 

strongly supported our projects

We are committed to the future of these children and we are 

happy to be part of the Education For All policy of the Malaysian 

Government to ensure the right to education for all stateless 

children in

Sabah. 



PKPKM Orang Asli / Yayasan Orang Asli Perak
· PKPKM is through its sister organization in Perak running “Pusat Kecemerlangan Pendidikan Orang 

AsliPerak”, a great project for Orang Asli children from  remote villages in the Sungai Siput area. The 
centre has already proved its value in preparing the Orang Asli children for government school and to 
prevent the high dropout rate, that has been experienced previously.

· The project is run in cooperation with Yayasan Orang Asli Perak through its chairman Dato’ Suki Mee
and it is sponsored by the Yayasan DayaDiri YDD, and MHC Plantations Bhd, which has funded the 
beautiful school building. It was initiated by His Majesty the Sultan of Perak (Crown Prince, Rajah 
Mudah at the time)



At Philippine Embassy in Kuala Lumpur PKPKM 

project director Rosalyn Dawila Venning, Ambassador 

J. Eduardo Malaya, Commission on Filipinos 

Overseas Chairperson Imelda Nicolas and Education 

Undersecretary Mario Deriquito sign the MOU on 

community-based alternative education for Filipino 

children in Sabah

Proud PKPKM students show their new school 

bags donated by Sime Darby Foundation

EAC Foundation chairman Jan Erlund and donor of 

timber for school construction Niels Erik Knudsen 

pledge to help build proper learning centre for 

children at Kg Halo, SempornaEcoOils Sdn Bhd is supporting with a 3 year grant 

for the learning centre in Lahad Datu



Important support for our projects 2012 -2015 has come from:

· Embassy of Finland, Kuala Lumpur: 2 year Grant for Semporna Education Centre and Mobile Education Units

around Semporna

· EcoOils Sdn Bhd: Sponsorship of a Education Centre for 100 underprivileged and vulnerable

children in Lahad Datu

· Philippine Embassy, Kuala Lumpur: Grant for startup of Learning Centre  - Training of  teachers.

· Embassy of Germany, Kuala Lumpur: Donation for boat engine and motorbike to use for projects

· Knorr-Bremse AG, Germany has provided important support for classroom buildings and other expenses.

· KulczykFoundation, Poland: Important support for children’s education in connection with documentary filming about the 

Bajau Laut in Semporna.

· Yayasan Islam Sabah on initiative by Tan Sri Harris Salleh, Kota Kinabalu: Donation for education of

Underprivileged Bajau Laut children.

· Yayasan Sime Darby has donated 250 School Bags for the children at Kg Labuan Haji.

· EAC Foundation is supporting construction of classroom and start up expenses for Learning Centre.

· Niels Erik Knudsen has donated timber for building  learning centres for  the children.

· Anders Moeller, Danish Consul, Kota Kinabalu and wife Silvia. Donation for Education of Bajau Laut

children.

· Important donation from Presidents Institute, Copenhagen, through Peder Holk Nielsen, Denmark

· Ongoing donations of Vitameal to provide a daily nutritious meal for hundreds of children through Mohamed Sinclair and 

Khadijah Abdul Rahman-Sinclair from  various donors  in Malaysia. 

Thank You Finland !

Signing of Agreement of support between Rosalyn Venning and Ambassador H.E. 

Matti Pulinen from the Embassy of Finland, in Kuala Lumpur, which has helped start 

up several of our projects with a 2 year grant.

The continuation of the projects is depending on support from good partners and 

sponsorships for the learning centres.



PKPKM Project Director Rosalyn Dawila Venning 

founded PKPKM with her husband Torben 

Venning. Rosalyn is here with stateless Bajau Laut 

kids at Seaside Lahad Datu. Through many years 

of contact Rosalyn, Torben and their staff have built 

up a trust and friendship with the communities. 

With H.E. the Philippine Ambassador to Malaysia, 

Eduardo Malaya and Vice Governor Hjh Bainon

and Ms Sitti Djalia, Executive Director, PH 

National Commision on Muslim Filipinos.

The Philippine Embassy has been most helpful in 

connection with food donations during the security 

crisis of March 2013, when most of the Bajau Laut

fishermen could not go out fishing and provide for their 

families.

Other important Donations for Emergency Food 

Support for affected families: 

Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir

Datuk Junaidi Payne

Sime Darby CSR

And many other Private Donations



We need support for our projects for underprivileged children in Sabah.

Important support has come from Kulczyk Foundation in connection with the documentary filming in 2015 
for the children at the Kampung Halo Settlement

Our work for the Bajau Laut children depends on good partnerships and support.

Contact: Borneo Child Aid / PKPKM Lahad Datu dan Semporna Sabah      ( ROS   4691-11-SBH Society 
Registration no in Malaysia)   

Registered Address:   Lot 177, MDLD 6820, Lorong Perdana 14, Sri Perdana,                                                                                                                            
91100 Lahad Datu, Sabah, Malaysia
Phone:   (+60) 012-8136402     Fax (+60) 03-21784141
E-mail:  pkpkmsabah@gmail.com Website:  www.pkpkmsabah.org

Our Facebook Page with online donation facility:  https://www.facebook.com/PKPKMsemporna

Donation Info 
Bank name: CIMB Bank
Bank account: PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN PENDIDIKAN KANAK-KANAK MISKIN
Bank account number: 1008-0002467-05-6
Bank swift code (if applicable): CIBBMYKL

Donations by cheque
Account payee: “PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN PENDIDIKAN KANAK-KANAK MISKIN”

We will send you an official receipt and a thank you letter on behalf of the 2000 children at our projects!
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